The horticulture subsector occupies a strategic position in the development of Indonesia's agriculture sector. Farmers have an important role in developing agriculture and promoting the agricultural sector in Indonesia. Therefore this paper aims (1) to find out the distribution of characteristics of young farmers in Malang Regency, (2) to understand the managerial capacity and empowerment of young farmers in horticultural agriculture in Malang Regency. This research was conducted in five villages in Malang Regency in 2018. These villages were Codo Village, Dampit Village, Punten Village, Gempol Village, and Ngantru Village. The sample was determined by census with a sample size of 195. Descriptive method was used as the analytical method. Data were obtained using interviews through questionnaires. The results shows that the characteristics of young horticultural farmers in Malang Regency were mostly in their 30s and men. The level of education of young horticultural farmers was low and on average had 9 years of agricultural experience with low land ownership. An intensive policy is needed for young farmers in terms of land ownership. Most farmers have used cellphones or gadgets to carry out agricultural transactions. Most young horticultural farmers in Malang Regency already have good managerial capacity, but in terms of empowerment is still not optimal. The government and farmer groups need to increase their role in supporting the agriculture of young horticultural farmers to be more developed so that young farmers in Malang Regency do not leave their jobs in the agricultural sector.
INTRODUCTION
Human resources are one important aspect having a major role in sustainable agricultural development. The quality and willingness of human resources to develop and make innovations are essential factors contributing to the success of sustainable agricultural development (Susilowati, 2016) .
Productive human resources in the agricultural sector are still very limited.
In 2018 there were only 10.52 percent Agro Ekonomi Vol. 30/Issue. 2, December 2019 96 of young farmers from the total number of farmers. The age of farmers is still dominated by farmers aged 40 years and over (BPS, 2018) . This situation has been around for a long time, even now the number of young farmers is decreasing. Age of farmers who are now classified as old age causes an increase in agricultural productivity is not optimal and the quality of agricultural products is difficult to improve. From year to year the number of farmers is also decreasing.
Agricultural development is faced with a dilemma that is difficult to solve quickly. One side of agricultural land is increasingly narrow along with the use of agricultural land for industrial and residential activities. The limited land ownership within farmers also causes young farmers to be not interested in doing farm business. In addition, the low quality of land results low productivity and decreases the income of young farmers. Limited capital also leads them to look more for work in other sectors.
Many people think that being a farmer is an unprofitable and non prestigious job, so many young people from rural areas prefer to work in town or abroad because such jobs are more promising. Therefore, younger generation who is willing to work in agricultural sector is declining, resulting in low farmer regeneration. The young generation, who should contribute to agricultural development by investing their money into this sector, tend to add to the urban population and create more challenges to rural agricultural development (Felicia et al., 2016) . On the other hand, the number of young people working in non-agricultural sector is increasing. In addition, the fact that the number of older farmers is more dominant than young farmers and a decline in the interest of younger generation in working in agricultural sector can be found not only in Asia, but also in other countries throughout the world, including in the European countries and Canada (Uchiyama, 2014) .
On the other hand, an increase in the number of population is followed by an increase in food needs. An increase in income will also be followed by an increase in the need for food quality and variety. Such diversity requires agricultural product processing by skillful farmers. Therefore it is important to understand the characteristics of farmers, especially young farmers. In fact, many studies only discuss the characteristics of farmers in general. Here are some studies on the characteristics of farmers: a study conducted by Iriyani in East Java. In addition, Malang Regency is one of the horticulture centers (BPS, 2015 Descriptive research aims to provide a systematic picture of the facts and characteristics of an object or subject precisely (Nazir, 2005) . In the second objective to find out managerial capacity and empowerment of young farmers in horticultural agriculture in Malang Regency, the method used was also applied using descriptive methods by looking at the results of the survey in the field by giving the scores contained 
METHODS
This study used a survey method. (Puspitawati et al., 2018) Index results are grouped into 3 categories: low (0-50%), (51-75%), and high (> 75%). In this study, the primary data were obtained from the field and secondary data collected from the Indonesian Central Bureau of Statistics (www.bps.go.id). Literature was obtained from previous studies, books, and other references.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Characteristics of Young Horticultural
Farmers in Malang Regency
Youth is a group with age ranged from 18 years and above until the initial age of 40 years. The group is the most productive, idealist, mature thinking and wins to be the driving force of development (Silva et al., 2009) . (Murphy, 2012) . Based on the above references, in this study used the age limit of young farmers from 18 years to 40 years.
Age and Sex
An increasing number of old farmers influences the agricultural demographics in the future. Age will bring effects in terms of agricultural innovation, physical abilities, opinions about the sustainability of efficient agriculture, and environmental concern (organic agriculture) (Zagata and Sutherland, 2015) . Figure 1 (Iriyani and Nugrahani, 2017) . Farming performed by farmers with productive age can be optimal due to their physical ability (Asih, 2009) . Research conducted by Hamilton et al. (2015) in the United Kingdom explains that farmers in the age group of 35 to 45 years showed higher levels of productivity, profitability and investment consistently. In addition, 
Level of Education
Formal education in this study is the level of education of respondents in following the learning process in formal schools. The level of formal education pursued by young farmers reflects the insights and knowledge possessed by farmers. Formal education aims to create quality human beings, both in terms of science and technology and improve good morals (Adawiyah et. al, 2017) . Level of education affects young farmers in terms of how they accept and adopt technology as well as how they gain information related to agriculture (Iriyani and Nugrahani, 2017) .
From table 1 it can be seen that 44.10% of young horticultural farmers were graduated from junior high school (7-9 years), 30.77% graduated from senior high school (10-12 years), 21.54% (Mukti et al., 2017) .
Farm Experiences
Farm experience is the experience of farmers in carrying out their farming. 
Land Ownership
Narrow land for farming may become an obstacle for intensively implementing a farming system and may cause farmers to be less able to apply agricultural technology and commercial farm managemen. Land access is also one of the important indicators that encourage young people to take part in agriculture (Rovny, 2016) . For most youth, the lack of access to land, capital and other inputs limit their desire Youth who own land also have better perceptions and expectations of their farming business (Pujiriyani et al., 2016) . (2018) are in accordance with regional spatial planning are needed so that agriculture is not eroded by modernization.
Technological Mastery
Technological 
